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Preamble 
 
The funding within the 1st IWRM-NET Call is offered under the coordination of the FP6 
IWRM-NET ERA-NET (ERAC-CT-2005-026025), “Towards a European-wide exchange 
Network for integrating research efforts on Integrated Water Resources Management”.  
 
Research participants are required to recognise the coordinating role of IWRM-NET and 
its general assembly throughout the duration of funded research projects.  
 
IWRM-NET is working on research programmes related to Integrated Water Resources 
Management (IWRM), Water Framework Directive (WFD) and the complementary 
Groundwater Directive setting out a framework for community action in the field of water 
policy as a means of implementing Integrated Water Resources Management across 
Europe. IWRM-NET will identify both short term and long term research needs through 
a bottom-up approach through its network of 18 partners from 14 countries who have 
agreed a shared vision for what IWRM-NET should offer by 2010: 

• A privileged source of knowledge for IWRM research in Europe, especially as it 
relates to the WFD. 

• A forum for the future development and coordination of research needs and a 
communications link between researchers, policy-makers and managers. 

• A body that can bring together researchers and funders from different countries 
so that they can work on joint research activities. 

• A place to exchange best practice. 
 

 
  
By improving the knowledge transfer amongst stakeholders in charge of IWRM, the 
IWRM network enables partners to work on synergies between research needs and 
policy and promotes interdisciplinary activities concerning IWRM across Europe. The 
information created by IWRM-NET funded research will be expected to be disseminated 
across the network to the appropriate audience, in this instance the river basin 
managers, in the most effective way possible. 
 
 
1. Aims of the Call 

With reference to the opening statements IWRM-Net would like to invite research that 
brings together scientific and management disciplines to deliver new approaches to the 
principles of sustainable development and applies them to water management. The 
research period will be for approximately 24 months between 2008 and 2010. The focus 
for this first call is on applied research that will support the development of the 2015 
river basin plans. 
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IWRM-NET would like to develop a series of case studies within the field testing and 
application that can be used by relevant river basin managers across Europe and the 
research would need to consider this in their outputs. Within this requirement there is 
also a need to consider longer term issues such as climate change to start building links 
to long-term research and knowledge management processes (e.g. foresight and 
horizon scanning). 
 
General Principles for research 

• A comparison across IWRM-NET countries, looking at sites, methods and 
processes to develop science based guidelines and identify good practice in 
achieving Integrated Water Resources Management outcomes, the long-term 
aim being to develop a common framework for Integrated Water Resources 
Management with multiple tools that can be applied at the local level.   

• Involvement of the practitioners of water resources management in the research 
projects and transfer of knowledge to the relevant groups so that the information 
quickly becomes knowledge. 

 
 
2. Research themes 

IWRM-NET has developed the following two topic areas for its first Joint Call; 
 

• Hydrological and morphological pressures and its impacts on ecological status 
• Water Governance 

 
 
2.1 Hydrological and morphological pressures and impacts on ecological status 

Both the Water Framework Directive and the Groundwater Directive require water 
managers to have a sound knowledge of the interaction between physico-chemistry, 
morphology, hydrology and water-related ecology. This knowledge is vital to understand 
the key pressure-response relationships that affect the achievement of good ecological 
status and high water quality in river basins. 
 
In particular there are requirements to describe the quantity and dynamics of water flow, 
level and residence time and the resultant connection to groundwaters that reflect totally 
or nearly totally undisturbed conditions. The boundary between the undisturbed 
conditions and those required to achieve (the specified values for biological quality 
elements at) the good status level rather than the ‘high’ undisturbed level must have a 
clear definition also. 
 
For morphological conditions the principles are the same, in that the channel patterns, 
width and depth variations, flow velocities, substrate conditions and structure and 
condition of the riparian/shore zones that reflect totally or nearly totally to undisturbed 
conditions need to be described and then the boundary with this ‘high’ status and good 
needs to link these conditions with the biological quality elements. 
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IWRM-NET is aware that there needs to be an improvement in understanding of how 
changes to the biological quality elements occur following hydrological and 
morphological pressures on water bodies. Some of these issues will be undertaken in 
the inter-calibration process and by other FP6/FP7 projects and these will need to be 
considered in any bids proposed. 
 
Flow regimes and their impact on ecology also need to be understood at the extreme 
ends of the ‘flow envelope’, such as droughts and floods. (Any projects would be expected 
to consider other work e.g. CRUE ERA-Net which is looking at flood risk management) This 
also includes conditions within water bodies that have a non-permanent flow regime.  
 
An important aspect of any part of assessing pressures and impacts on ecological 
status is the monitoring, which includes surveillance, operational and investigative 
methods. Analysis of the information from monitoring will have a certain element of 
uncertainty and there is a need to improve both the monitoring methods and to manage 
and minimise the uncertainty.  
 
The final aspect for consideration is the long term implications that climate change may 
have upon the relationships identified. IWRM-NET would like researchers to consider 
how the work they are undertaking would help in planning or adapting to potential 
climate changes. 
 
Research bids are invited to deliver one or more of the following outputs 

• Deliver better understanding of the links between morphological change and 
ecological status to enable river basin managers to assess, plan and adapt to 
these changes. 

• Improved monitoring and data analysis techniques for assessing hydrological 
and morphological changes (both upstream and downstream of the pressure) 
and provide recommendations for standard methods. 

• Deliver techniques to understand and manage the impacts of altered hydrology 
(flow rates and volumes) on biological elements. 

• The development of tools/methodologies to assess the “ecological flow regime” 
of rivers, based on minimum, maximum and other critical seasonal flows – to 
allow the acceptable level of hydrological changes to be set by river basin 
managers. 

• Deliver tools that support decision-making and policy development in extreme 
events (both floods and droughts) relating to water quality.  

 
Applicants submitting proposals to this Call are expected to make themselves 
familiar with the contents of the EU FP7 projects and previous framework 
programmes, projects and also the work undertaken by national programmes in this 
field – (see IWRM website) and other relevant work. 
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2.2 Water Governance 

Integrated Water Resources Management is a complex process involving a large 
number of issues that must be considered. The European Union has published two 
Directives, 2000/60/EC and 2006/118/EC, setting out a framework for community action 
in the field of water policy as a means of implementing Integrated Water Resources 
Management across Europe. It sets out specific criteria such as the production of river 
basin management plans (article 13 WFD), the recovery of costs for water services 
(article 9 WFD) as well as trend assessment concerning pollution of groundwater bodies 
and necessary reversal strategies (article 5 GWD) that will add to the management 
plans. 
 
The difficulty in Europe as with many areas around the world is that the issues are not 
uniform across basins and management must be trans-boundary, which means that 
management must consider issues across local to international boundaries when 
dealing with effects. This occurs with both administrative boundaries and physical 
boundaries and consideration must be made for the interaction and interplay between 
these.  
 
IWRM-NET is looking to promote research that facilitates delivery of an integrated 
management system, to help develop common approaches, to coordinate actions and 
harmonise methodologies. This should involve the participation of all stakeholders and 
ensure communication is effective between and within administrative bodies across the 
river basins. Fundamental to this aspect of water management is the idea of conflict 
minimisation and resolution.  
 
Research bids are invited to deliver one or more of the following outputs 

• Providing techniques for the assessment and integration of the full economic 
costs of water use (including social, environmental and economic issues) and 
insight into the relationship between price mechanism and consumer behaviour, 
related to the use of water. 

• Investigate methods for integrating full economic costs with governance and 
sociology to obtain fair and sustainable water management. 

• Investigate the right territory for water management in terms inter-connecting the 
different administrative scales.  

• Provide techniques for efficient setting of objectives in trans-boundary basins and 
methods to evaluate effectiveness in achieving the objectives using a 
comparison of approaches from a number of countries participating in IWRM-
NET. 

• Provide techniques to integrate expert judgement, multi-disciplinary scientific 
knowledge and stakeholders’ involvement into the decision-making process and 
in particular ways to improve the incorporation of social sciences.  

• Provide decision-support tools for Integrated Water Resources Management 
combining multi-disciplinary models. 
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3. Bodies involved in the 1st IWRM-Net Call 

IWRM-NET Joint Call Core Group (hereafter known as the Core Group) 
IWRM-NET has established a Core Group formed by representatives of the funding 
bodies. The Core Group (on behalf of the funding bodies) will be responsible for the 
decision-making process and the management of the 1st Joint IWRM-NET Call at the 
national level. Members of the Core Group will: 
- Provide a national helpdesk facility to answer questions and resolve problems raised 

by their national applicants. 
- Be responsible for administrative activity on behalf of the Funding Parties in relation to 

the application (e.g. contract negotiations). 
- Monitor and evaluate progress of the funded research projects. 
 
 
IWRM-NET Call Secretariat 
A Call Secretariat has been set up at PTKA (Partner of the IWRM-Net) to assist IWRM-
NET and national funding bodies. It will be the primary point of contact between the 
research consortia and the funding bodies, IWRM-NET and the Scientific Evaluation 
Board. During the application and evaluation period of proposals, this Call Secretariat 
will: 
 
- Collect applications and distribute them to the national partners. 
- Provide a helpdesk facility to answer questions and resolve problems raised by the 

research consortia. 
- Coordinate and make transparent evaluation and approval processes of applications. 
- Mediate contact to evaluators. 
 
Call Secretariat: 
Project Management Agency  
Research Centre Karlsruhe 
Post Box 3640 
76021 Karlsruhe  
Email: iwrm-net@ptka.fzk 
 
The Research Partners shall inform the Call Secretariat and each national funding body 
for the research project concerned of any event which might affect the implementation of 
the project.  
 
The Research Partners shall acknowledge IWRM-NET and the individual national 
funding bodies in any documents that will be produced (in written, oral or electronic) 
within the research project. 
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4. IWRM-Net joint call schedule  

 Scheduled Responsible 
Publishing of IWRM-NET Joint Call at 
www.iwrm-net.eu , EU website and 
national media 

11/07 - 02/08 WP6 and national partners 

Application (electronically and 2 
paper copies) received at Call 
Secretariat 

Deadline: 
28.02.08 

Applicants 

Evaluation procedure 02-06/08 Call Secretariat, National 
Funding Bodies, Scientific 
Evaluation Board 

Final ranking /resolution of disputes May 29/30, 
2008 

National Funding Bodies, 
IWRM-NET Core Group 

Contract negotiations with the 
successful applicants 

06-08/08 National partners 

Expected start of projects 09-10/08 Project Consortium 
 

 
 
5. Call Funding  

5.1 The Funding Mode 

For the 1st Joint Call, IWRM-NET will offer grant funding and the ´National Contributions 
Model´, i.e. every country funds its own applicants.  
 
Moreover, IWRM-NET is open towards a flexible mode of ´Project Adoption´ if necessary, 
to ensure highest quality of the Project Consortium and its goals. This means that 
applicants within a Project Consortium lacking national funding can be supported by a 
country of another Project Consortium member via subcontracts (if applicable, dependent 
on the national rules)  to enable and fulfil essential contributions to the overall project.  
 
Applicants will be encouraged to bring in third party funding, but this will not preclude the 
funding of highly ranked proposals which lack such contributions. The grant rate within 
the Call will thus be variable up to a maximum of 100% depending upon individual 
funders rules. These rates and additional specific conditions will be provided in the 
national part of the Call package or communicated otherwise by the national funders. 
However, every partner of a Project Consortium must provide evidence of suitable 
financial support to cover their costs, which will not be covered by IWRM-NET. 
 
All IWRM members agreed that within the call we 
- allow for subcontracting if required for optimal outcome of the project, and 
- will fund personnel, travel expenses and small equipment up to 20.000 €. 
 
In case national financial regulations differ from these IWRM-NET rules, the more 
restrictive rules will apply. 
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5.2 Final payment conditions  

All funding bodies will be able of retaining the final payment for a project (amount based 
on national funding rules) until: 

a) complete and accepted accounts as well as final transnational reports; and  
b) deliverables have been submitted to, and accepted by the Core Group and the 

national funding bodies. 
 
 
6. Call Publication and Advertising 

The coordinated Call will be advertised in the Official Journal of the European Union, on 
the IWRM-NET homepage and other suitable IWRM-related websites, through CORDIS, 
the Water & Soil Times EU newsletter and in relevant scientific and technical journals in 
each of the partner countries as well as on relevant websites of the participating 
countries. 
 
 
7. Submission and evaluation of Proposals 

7.1 Submission Procedure 

Proposals shall be submitted according to the terms of the ‘Applicants’ Guide’ until 
February 28th, 2008. The coordinators of applying project consortia have to send the full 
proposals in one package electronically to iwrm-net@ptka.fzk.de and with 2 paper hard 
copies to the Call Secretariat. For reasons of comparability and efficacy a single 
Common Application Form will be used subdivided into parts ‘A’ (common part) and ‘B’ 
(national). The common part of the proposals has to be in English supporting the 
evaluation process and further the project ranking. 
 
The applications will be registered and go through a: 
(1) formal check (deadline, fit to formal requirements of the Call, completeness of 

application documents) by the Call Secretariat 
(2) eligibility test according to the national rules 
(3) scientific evaluation by the scientific review board 
(4) approval/dispute of ranking and final decision by national funding bodies  
 
All proposals submitted shall be treated confidentially by the IWRM-NET partners and 
their appointed reviewers. 
 
 

7.2 Evaluation 

Eligibility Test 
The eligibility test to be conducted by the Call Secretariat will be an administrative 
procedure that will use the following criteria: 
 
• Number of participants and their place of establishment 
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 Any legal entity eligible to participate in the national RTD programmes of the IWRM-NET 
partner countries may apply for funding under the IWRM-NET coordinated Call.  

 Each consortium applying for a project must be trans-national and provide a minimum of 3 
partners (legal entities) from different countries. Research teams from countries not covered 
by the IWRM-NET can participate as partners, given that at least 2 IWRM-NET partner 
countries are present in the consortium. Expenses for these research teams have to be 
covered by their own country, third sponsors or provided by an IWRM-NET partner via 
subcontracting. 

 
• Compliance with Procedures 
 Only proposals which are fully compliant with the procedures outlined in the ‘Applicants’ 

Guide’ shall be eligible for consideration for funding.  
 
• Ethics 
 Applicants will be asked to sign a declaration as part of the proposal process, that the project 

does not contravene the European principle of ethics as applied for FP7.  
 Any proposal which appears to offend against fundamental ethical principles shall not be 

selected, and may be excluded from the evaluation and selection procedure at any time.  
 
• Meeting the deadline 
 Proposals arriving after the proposed deadline of February 28, 2008 will not enter the 

evaluation procedure but instead will be sent back to the applicant. 
 
Scientific evaluation 
Eligible applications will be sent for further evaluation to the responsible national partners 
for two ‘tests’: 
 
• (I) Funding Evaluation  

This evaluation will happen at the ‘individual funders’ level. It will confirm that the proposal 
falls within the funding organisations remit and / or priorities and is therefore capable of being 
funded in the IWRM-NET Call. 

 
• (II) ‘Fit to Call’ Evaluation  

This evaluation will confirm that the proposal makes a significant contribution to the work 
area described in the Call. The successful proposals are taken forward to the second stage 
of evaluation, i.e. peer reviewing.  

 
Those proposals which pass the formal requirements will be forwarded to and judged by 
an independent international scientific review board for assessing the quality of scientific 
content and ranking (peer review).  
In the case that an application of one of the partners of a consortium will not pass the 
national eligibility test, the Call Secretariat will mediate to find a appropriate solution 
together with the respective national funders. 
Experts will be appointed by the Call Secretariat on behalf of IWRM-NET at the end of 
2007. Reviewers are allowed to submit own proposals but will be excluded from 
evaluating them or related applications. A statement to confirm that they are not facing a 
conflict of interests is part of the evaluation form. 
Proposals will be distributed to the reviewers by the Call Secretariat in a way that 

• no expert will have to judge proposals its own institution will be involved in 
• proposals from research consortia will be evaluated as a whole 
• each reviewer will have an almost equal number of proposal to evaluate 

 



 
 
 
Principles of the 1st Joint Call  
 

Version October 08, 2007 (Vienna Meeting)   page 11/16 

Peer review will be confidential and based on the criteria given below: 
 

(1) Added value for the WFD implementation/ IWRM policy and potential for 
solving problems; 10 CP 

(2) Relevance/ extent to which the proposed project addresses the objectives of 
the Call; 10 CP 

(3) Scientific quality of the project approach and Innovation (clear progress 
beyond the current state-of-the-art); 15 CP (minimum 10 CP) 

(4) Inter- and Transdisciplinarity (good diversity of scientific disciplines, 
complementarity between participants); 4 CP 

(5) Demonstration/ Case studies Are there good practical demonstration 
examples (case studies) provided; 5 CP 

(6) Dissemination/ Expected exploitability of results; 15 CP 
(7) Trans-national linkage and benefit of cooperation (clear added value) 4 CP 
(8) Quality of consortium management and expertise of the coordinator and the 

project partners; 15 CP 
(9)  Prospects for success with regard to the work and financial plan including time 

schedule. 10 CP 
 
Each Proposal will be evaluated by 3 evaluators (scientist and practioners). The outcome 
of all evaluations will be documented in an online Call coordination scheme (restricted 
access; for IWRM-NET members and funders only) to allow for cross-checking all 
partners of a Project Consortium. If necessary, a meeting to harmonize differences in 
evaluation will be organized.   
 
 
7.3 Application of the Selection Criteria – the Evaluation Model 

Each of the criteria above will be subject to evaluation on a defined scale up to 15 Credit 
Points dependent on importance. To ensure scientific quality of the proposed projects we 
will set a threshold of 10 out of 15 Credit Points for criterion 3. 
 
Next to the scoring, reviewers may comment each point and/or raise questions in order to 
clarify matters or improve the concept. The evaluation form has to be returned until April 
30, 2008 to allow for feedback from the applicant if required. All comments will be 
forwarded anonymously to the applicants and answers will be returned to the reviewers. 
Applications with low scores that will not be funded, will not enter into this exchange with 
reviewers. Comments and filled evaluation forms will be provided for the national 
partners for contract negotiations with successful applicants. 
 
After this procedure a ranking list will be set up, that is subject to discussion and final 
approval by the funding bodies. All applicants will get a formal letter along with the 
evaluation summary reports once the final ranking list is approved. 
 
The whole review process will be coordinated by the Call Secretariat and comprises: 
 
• The distribution of proposals among the involved people. 
• The contact between the peer reviewers and the proposal coordinators to ensure that 

questions arising from the review process are answered. 
• Compilation of reviews and provision of a final ranking list for the IWRM-NET consortium. 
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• Organisation of a meeting at May 29/30, 2008 to come to a final funding decision. This 
meeting will be held in Berlin and will involve the Core Group and engaged funders. Whether 
reviewers will be invited to this meeting will be decided depending on the outcome of the 
evaluation process. In case of involvement, reviewers will be paid for their travel expenses by 
IWRM-NET. 

• Notification of applicants about funding decision. 
 
 
7.4 Final Funding Decision/ Resolution of disputes 

The Core Group will meet in Berlin at May 29/30, 2008 to come to a final funding decision 
based on the scientific advice provided by peer review process. Whether reviewers will 
be invited to this meeting or not will be decided depending on the outcome of the 
evaluation process. 
The participants of the meeting will aim to create a balanced portfolio of projects in the 
programme, taking into account scientific excellence, value added for the WFD and the 
availability and mobility of funding from each IWRM-NET country. The representatives 
must have sufficient delegated authority to take funding decisions in the moderation 
meeting. Participants should know whether they might have the opportunity to modify 
their planned budget or accept, whenever possible, to fund foreign teams, e.g. by means 
of subcontracts from their national laboratories.  
 
The panel will divide the proposals into one of the following three categories: 

(1) Approved Project  
(2) Reserve list 
(3) Rejected Projects  

 
If disputes remain after the moderation meeting, the issue is elevated to a temporary 
Conflict Resolution sub Committee (CRCom) like applied for conflict resolution in IWRM-
NET. The GA chairman will commission this CRCom to find a compromise; the 3 
members of the CRCom will report to the GA to get a formal agreement in case of 
potential impact on the project. In the unexpected case that the GA cannot find 
agreement regarding a particular matter, OIEau will solely decide in order to avoid a 
standstill of the project. 
 
Following the moderation meeting, THE CALL SECRETARIAT will – on behalf of IWRM-
NET - send notification letters to the project coordinators to inform them on the outcome 
of the final funding decision. In the case of successful proposals, this will state that the 
proposal has been positively evaluated, but that no work should be undertaken until the 
contract negotiations have been concluded and funding confirmation is received from 
each identified national funding body. The notification letter will be copied to the relevant 
national funders who will confirm their contributions as contracts are agreed. 
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The evaluation process is pinpointed in the flowchart below: 

 
Stage Time Frame Comments 

Application received at Call 
Secretariat 

Deadline: 
28.02.2008 

Electronically and 2 paper copies 

Check on formal eligibility  March 2008 Carried out by Call Secretariat 
Check on ‘fit to Call’  March 2008 National Core Group members 

Corresponding to proposer’s country 
Scientific Evaluation (peer 
review) 

April/May 
2008 

 

Final ranking /resolution of 
disputes 

May 29/30, 
2008 

Moderation meeting for the final 
selection of projects to be funded 
within the 1st IWRM-Net Joint Call 
(Berlin) 

Notification of 
applicants/proposers 

June 2008 Responsible Call Secretariat on behalf 
of IWRM-NET and national funders 

 
 
8. Contractual relationships 

Funding Contracts  
Each project includes several consortium members called Research Partners and one 
Research Coordinator. Each research partner (including the Research Coordinator) will 
have a separate Funding Contract (or likewise, dependent on the national regulations) 
with one of the national funding bodies listed above. The contracts will be let in 
coordinated way such that the projects will be delivered transnationally.  
Each Funding Contract for an approved project shall have an identical length of term, 
which shall be for between 18 and 24 months.  
 
Considering the short duration of projects, changes to the composition of research 
consortia or in budgets can not occur during the contract.  If a partner drops out of a 
consortium, the problem has to be solved by the consortium in line with its Consortium 
Agreement. The Core Group must be kept informed of such events. 
Any changes in the work plan should only be minor but will need to be authorised by the 
Core Group before any amendment to the contract by the funding bodies can be issued. 
The Research Partners shall inform the Call Secretariat and the funding bodies of that 
project of any event which might affect the implementation of the project. 

 
 

Research Consortium Agreements  
IWRM-NET requires all successful research consortia to enter into Consortium 
Agreements between themselves, in order to manage the delivery of the project 
activities, finances, IPR and to avoid disputes which might be detrimental to the 
completion of the project. 

 
It will be the responsibility of the Research Coordinators to draw up a Consortium 
Agreement suitable to their own group. The Consortium Agreement will normally be 
under the law and legal system of the country of the Research Coordinator. The purpose 
of this document will be: 
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• To underpin the researchers collaboration, and provide the researchers with 
mutual assurance on project management structures and procedures, and their 
rights and obligations towards one another and; 

• To assure the research funders that the consortia have a satisfactory decision 
making capability and are able to work together in a synergistic manner. 

 
The following subjects (as a minimum) should be addressed by the Consortium 
Agreement: 

• purpose and definitions 
• organisation and management of the project: 
• coordinator: nomination of the Research Coordinator for the consortium and 

description of the role of the coordinator; 
• research partners: persons in charge, role & key tasks, and conditions for their 

change; obligations and responsibilities of the research partners; 
• deliverables (transnational reports and if relevant requirements for national reports 

where co-ordination is required); 
• resources and funding; 
• confidentiality and publishing; 
• Intellectual Property Rights (how this will be handled between the partners); 
• decision making within the consortium; 
• handling of internal disputes; 
• the liabilities of the partners towards one another (including the handling of default 

of contract); 
• the role of the Consortium Agreement in accession to the contract. 

 
 
Commencement of projects 
A project can commence as soon as the Call Secretariat has acknowledged receipt of: 
1) the copies of the signed Funding Contracts of all Research Consortium partners, and 
2) a copy of the signed Research Consortium ‘Consortium agreement’. 
Once the contract comes into effect, eligible costs may be claimed according to the 
national rules. In the interim period, researchers may commence work on the project at 
their own risk and costs. 
 
 
9. Progress monitoring and reporting 

Participants in IWRM-NET projects will need to fulfil the reporting needs of both individual 
national funders and IWRM-NET as a whole. As a consequence, two levels of reporting 
are required: 
 
- Each participant must report progress on its own component of the work to the 

national funders in line with normal contractual obligations (where required) 
- Research Coordinators must additionally report progress on the project as a whole to 

the IWRM-NET via the Call Secretariat (common Report Form). Project reports must 
be produced in English, and may be produced in other languages at the researcher’s 
discretion and cost. 
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Project specific reporting requirements (including any requirements for interim reports) 
will be agreed by the funders and the IWRM-NET for each project, and the additional 
requirements of the Core Group over and above national requirements will be kept to a 
minimum, commensurate with monitoring the project progress on a transnational basis. 
The Research Partners are jointly responsible for delivery of the work, and the Core 
Group will only accept reports delivered on behalf of the consortium, via the Research 
Coordinator. 
Project outputs and deliverables will be evaluated by the IWRM-NET and the relevant 
national funding bodies. The project deliverables shall only be deemed approved when 
the Call Secretariat confirms approval to the Research Coordinator, or (if modifications 
are required) confirms to the Research Coordinator approval of the modified version of 
any deliverable. 
 
The IWRM-NET shall have the right to carry out scientific audits on the participants, in 
order to ensure that the project is being carried out under the conditions claimed and in 
accordance with the project proposal.  
 
 
10. Ownership of Knowledge 

Results and new Intellectual Property Rights resulting from projects funded through the 
IWRM-NET First Call will be owned by the researchers.  
 
Where several participants have jointly carried out work generating new Intellectual 
Property Rights (IPR), they shall agree amongst themselves the allocation of ownership 
of IPR, taking into account their contributions to the creation of those IPR as well as the 
Framework on State Aid (http://ec.europa.eu/competition/state_aid/reform/rdi_en.pdf). 
 
The results of the research project and IPR created should be actively exploited and 
made available for use, whether for commercial gain or not, in order for public benefit to 
be obtained from the knowledge created. Researchers will be expected to make available 
either free of charge or for fair and reasonable royalties the Intellectual Property Rights 
created in the projects. 
 
All IWRM-NET consortium members shall have the right to use documents, information 
and results submitted by the Research Partners and/ or to use the information and 
results for their own purposes, provided that the owner’s rights are kept and taking care 
to specify their provenance. 
 
 
11. Dissemination of Knowledge 

A major objective of IWRM-NET is the trans-national delivery of a work programme and 
knowledge transfer of the common results amongst the participating countries and more 
widely. The dissemination of project results should generate multiplier effects within 
Europe. Project proposals should thus contain detailed dissemination plans. Public 
access to deliverables should be given a high priority by proposers and dissemination 
activity should be described in project final reports.  
Participants in projects funded under the 1st IWRM-NET Call will be expected to 
proactively promote the knowledge and results arising from the work undertaken. 
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Executive summaries (to be provided in the Reporting Form) suitable for web publication 
will be required as a minimum for dissemination via the IWRM-NET website and WISE-
RTD. 
IWRM-NET will take further steps to disseminate the knowledge resulting from projects of 
the Call. The active participation in an IWRM-NET conference in 2010 dedicated to Call 
results and their dissemination will be obligatory for successful proposers. 
 


