Call for Proposals on Applied Research, Priority 1 of the ESPON 2013 
Programme

(24/08 - 20/10/2011)

Applied Research Projects are thematically defined by the demand of policy makers. Projects shall support policy development by creating European wide, comparable information and evidence on territorial dynamics, potentials and challenges focusing on development opportunities for regions and cities.
Themes

1. This Call includes the following four themes:

2. European Neighbour Regions (budget 750.000,00 €)

3. Small and Medium sized Towns in their Functional Territorial Context (budget 650.000,00 €)

4. The territorial dimension of Poverty and Social Exclusion in Europe(1) (budget 750.000,00 €)

5. Economic Crises: Resilience of Regions (budget 759.153,00 €)

Budget

The total available budget for this Call amounts to 2.909.153,00 € which are distributed on projects as indicated above. One single proposal will be selected for each of the 4 themes indicated.

Potential beneficiaries

Public and private bodies from 31 countries (EU 27 Member States, Iceland, Lichtenstein, Norway and Switzerland) are invited to apply. This means researchers and research institutions, universities, scientists, experts, academic teams.

How to Apply

Please find below the Application Pack - Priority 1, which includes all the relevant documents related to the Call, including the project specifications, the Application Forms, the procedure for applying, the eligibility rules, the evaluation criteria and the submission material. 

Potential applicants are recommended to take into account the legal framework accessible here.

The deadline for submitting proposals is 20 October 2011.

Useful Tools

ESPON Partner Café – Overview and LinkedIn Group
Researchers and experts that are looking for partners to prepare a proposal are remembered to have a look at the overview of potential partners. The fields of expertise that are indicated in the overview offer a good impression of which institutes might be interested in the same research theme as you and might wish to join you in a Transnational Project Group. Overview
The ESPON Partner Café has its own LinkedIn group where potential partners can launch discussions and find partners to carry out ESPON projects. Visit the ESPON Partner Café LinkedIn Group here.

FAQ
For questions concerning the content of the Calls, please send an e-mail to content@espon.eu, for questions related to administrative and application procedures please send an e-mail to procedures@espon.eu. You may access the FAQ section here.

 (1) Notification on the project specification for “The territorial dimension of poverty and social exclusion in Europe”
06 September 2011 - Following a feedback from a representative of the scientific community, the ESPON Coordination Unit would like to inform all potential applicants to this particular call that one paragraph that is to be found in the project specification on page 4 is incorrect and therefore needs to be replaced by another one.

The paragraph to be replaced is the following:
“According to a definition agreed upon by the EU and its Member States, people affected by poverty have to get by on less than 60% of average national household incomes (http://www.2010againstpoverty.eu/news/news/news8.html?langid=en).”

It should be replaced by the following paragraph:
“People being at risk of poverty dispose of an income below the risk-of-poverty threshold, which is set at 60 % of the national median equivalised disposable income (after social transfers).”

Please accept our apologies for any inconvenience caused.

